The Exchanged at the Cross

 part 2
Sealed by the Incorruptible Word
Romans 6:5-11 We have been planted in the likeness of His death and we will be in the likeness of His resurrection.  We were crucified with Christ.  We are dead to sin.  

Hebrews 10:10-17 We are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ, once and for all.  Jesus’ one sacrifice perfected us for ever.

The Old Testament sacrifices had to be offered over and over because they could not take away sins.  God does not remember our sins.  There is no more offering that has to be offered.

In the Old Testament, a person brought an offering to the priest.  The priest examined the offering to make sure that it was perfect.  The person bringing the offering then laid their hands on the animal and all of the person’s sins were transferred into the animal.  In like manner, the perfection of the offering flowed back into the one making the offering.  Jesus was our perfect sacrifice. He exchanged all of his goodness for all of our sins.
Romans 6:4 Jesus was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father and in like manner, we walk in newness of life.

The Word glory according to Strong’s Concordance, means an opinion, honor resulting from a good opinion, the manifestation of the nature and acts of God

We walk in newness of life by God’s design. It was God’s plan, not ours.  

1 Peter 1:2-5 We were born of God according to His mercy.  We have an inheritance in Him that is incorruptible.  It can’t be defiled and it won’t fade away.  We are kept by the power of God.

1 Peter 1:13-15 Strengthen your minds with this thought:  It is God’s power that keeps us.  Don’t fashion or define yourselves according to the world’s system of performance. 

Be holy as He is holy! This sounds like we have to maintain our holiness by our works.  But, if we read on in context with the scriptures, it is saying much the opposite. 


1Pe 1:17   And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: 

If you believe that God judges every man’s work, you will have to spend your time here on earth in fear, because no man’s work can be justified by the law.


1Pe 1:18  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 


1Pe 1:19  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

We were not redeemed with corruptible things.  We were redeemed 


By Jesus who was a perfect sacrifice.  Everything that we could or can do of ourselves is corruptible.  


1Peter 1:23  Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 


1Peter 1:24  For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: 


1Peter 1:25  But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you. 

The things of the flesh are corruptible.  They will not last or stand up under time.  They will decay and fail!  God’s word is incorruptible.  What God has determined will never fail.  Our redemption depends upon the integrity of God’s Word.  It is the Word that is eternal.  

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was God and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  Jesus dwelt with men on the earth.  But, Jesus said that He would return to dwell in us.  We are eternal because the Word in the form of the Holy Spirit dwells in us.


John 1:1-2; John 14:17


1 Corinthians 3:10-15 Our foundation as a Christian can’t be built on any thing other than on Jesus.  No other foundation will stand.  We can’t build it with gold, silver, wood, hay, or stubble because those are corruptible things. {see also 1 Peter 1:18}


Every man’s work will be made manifest by fire.  


Jeremiah 23:27 The word is a consuming fire that will tear down strongholds.


God’s Word will separate the corruptible things from the incorruptible things. 1 Corinthians 3:13


If our work survives the scrutiny of the Word, we will receive a reward because we have maintained the right foundation.  But, if our work is burned up, we will suffer loss.  Think about the parable of the man who sent out workers to the field.  The farmer hired a man early in the day, at mid day, and at the end of the day.  Every man received the same pay, regardless of the hours worked.  A lot of us have a lot of time invested in our Christian walk that is not based on the right foundation.  All it did was wear us out because it was based on our works, not the work of Jesus.

1 Corinthians 3:15 If any man’s work is burned, he will suffer loss:  but he himself will be saved; yet so as by fire.

I used to read this scripture and reason within myself that some would barely make it!  But, what it is saying is that the only way any of us are saved is by the integrity of the Word.  The Word will not fail.  God will look at each of us in light of what Jesus did for us.  If our work is based on that, we will not have wasted a lot of time and effort in our Christian walk.  But, if our work is based on a corruptible foundation, it will not have gained us anything but frustration.


That is what Jesus was referring to in Matthew 7:24-27 when He said that the foolish man built his house on the sand.  It appeared to be a satisfactory dwelling place until a storm came, and because it was not founded upon the right kind of foundation, it did not stand.


Colossians 2:6-7 We are to walk with Christ in the same manner that we received Him.  We received what He did for us.  We are to be rooted and established in Him, not works.


Colossians 2:8  Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world and not after Christ.

Be careful!  There is a tendency for us to look to the world’s system of works and not to the work of Christ!

Colossians 2:9-15 We are complete in Him.  He circumcised us.  He cut away the sins of the flesh.  It was what He did for us.  Our redemption is not based on our integrity to maintain it, but on the integrity of God’s Word.  He blotted out the accusations against us.


Colossians 2:15 He exposed the plot of the enemy to destroy us-His Word exposes what is corruptible.  

Satan is after the Word because the Word is what is incorruptible.  He wants to steal the life giving Word that lives in us. Mark 4:15

Isaiah 14:13-14 Satan wants to exalt himself above God.


Isaiah 14:24-17 God’s whole purpose was to destroy the work of the enemy that places heavy burdens on our shoulders.  “As I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand.” “For the Lord of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it:”


God’s Word is eternal.  It is incorruptible!


Romans 3:3-4 What if some don’t believe?  Will their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?  Let God’s Word be true and every man a liar.

Communion
2 Peter 1:3-4 His divine power has given me all things that pertain to life and godliness!  I am a partaker of His nature by promise.

2 Peter 1:8-9 If I lack anything, I have forgotten the word that defines me.  I am defined by what God has done for me, not by what I do for God.  The Holy Spirit lives in me.  I am made alive together again with Him and His word issues forth everything.

1 Corinthians 11:24-32 Communion

1 Corinthians 11:28 examine (approve-test) yourself 

His divine power has given me all things that pertain to life and godliness and according to Hebrews 10:14 He has perfected me forever!
1 Corinthians 11:29 whoso drinks unworthily drinks damnation (condemnation) to himself
If I allow myself to examine myself based on my merits according to the flesh nature, Satan will always be able to keep me in a state of condemnation.  The only way I can drink unworthily is if I begin to examine myself apart from who I am in Christ.
2 Peter 1:9  He that finds himself in lack has forgotten-We are only unworthy when we try to do it of ourselves!
2 Peter 1:12, 13, 15

Remember! His Power!

1 Corinthians 11:30 Many are weak.  Why?  They are trying to provide for themselves. If our walk with Christ is based on our skills ability and will power, we will become weak and worn out.  We will become tired.  It is impossible to live the Christian life according to the law. 
Romans 10:2-3 Submit to His righteousness!
1 Corinthians 11:31 Judge yourselves! Examine yourself in the light of what Jesus has done for you.  If you examine yourself in this light, you can’t be judged by the world’s standards.

1 Corinthians 11:32 But when we are judged {called into question, condemned}, we are chastened of the Lord that we should not be condemned with the world.

God does not want you to be condemned with the standard that the world is condemned with!  Unless you submit to His righteousness and the way He sees you, you will walk in continual accusation and a sense of lack.
Romans 8:33-34 Who shall lay any charge against God’s elect?  It is God that justified us.

1 Corinthians 11:33 Tarry (accept, expect) for one another

2 Peter 1:12, 12, 15 Remind each other that He has provided what we need!  You can’t access it in the flesh.  Wait on His Spirit and His truth!

Galatians 5:1   Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 

Galatians 5:4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.  

This doesn’t mean you have lost your position with God-it means you are not depending on God

